[Ethanol withdrawal syndrome in the pathogenesis of alcoholic heart damage].
In an ultrastructural and functional study of rat hearts, some animals had received liquid food containing ethanol (36.1% of total caloric intake) for 14 weeks (group 1); in half of the rats (group 2), ethanol-containing diet was at regular intervals replaced by an alcohol-free diet (five three-day cycles). Animals on dry forage and water or ethanol-free liquid diet were taken as controls. The study has suggested that recurrent ethanol abstinence syndrome may be a leading pathogenetic factor of alcoholic heart damage.